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Northern Dusky Salamander
(Desmognathus fuscus fuscus) - text pg. 33
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Northern Dusky Salamander - Pl.24
(Desmognathus fuscus fuscus)

Identification: 2 1/2" - 5 1/2". The tail of the Northern Dusky Salamander is slightly shorter than the rest of its
body, triangular in cross-section, and keeled. There is a light line from the eye to the corner of the jaw. Coloring
and pattern vary among individuals and ages. Ground color is tan to brown to gray. Young animals have two rows
of yellowish spots on back, bordered by a dark wavy line on the sides. Older animals may be darker, with a broad
dorsal stripe, bordered by a dark, straight or wavy line; what’s left of the dots may appear as mottling, spots, or
streaks. The underside is lighter than the back, and mottled.
Where to find them: Usually found near small sources of flowing water, hiding under stones or other stream-edge
debris.
When to find them: Active April through September.
Range: All of Northern Region. Southern Region: western Burlington, Camden, and Gloucester Counties.
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